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It has bothered me all my life that I

don’t paint like everybody else.

Henri Matisse

The metaphor is probably the most 

fertile power possessed by man.

José Ortega y Gasset 

Jazz is democracy in music.

Wynton Marsalis
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Being creative is about 
opening your mind,  
taking risks and  
trying new  
things.            	 Katie Weeks
	 American editor
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expand our vision by making us think, making us wonder 

and by summoning our emotions. By looking at this collection 

of images you can explore the beauty that I have found and 

captured.  With photography I compose stories, thoughts and 

ideas into a unique visual metaphor to show the wonder that 

surrounds us.

Sometimes a few words can say more than an entire story.  

The quotes found here are intended to inspire us to look at the 

images in a different light.  Many artists try to replace words 

with pictures or pictures with words.  I try to balance each to 

create a vision for us to explore life.

                                                Gene Sasse

I have always been fascinated by what 

motivates artists to do what they do. What 

is it about creativity that drives each in a 

different direction? I can’t imagine a world 

with only one type of art.  With unique vision 

and style each artist creates a string of stories by which we 

all share in metaphors of life.

No two people see the same thing in the same way. Each 

of us witnesses the world from a different perspective, we 

each have unique thoughts and emotions, and we each 

build on a different set of experiences. A photograph can 
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A line can not exist alone; it always brings a companion along.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Henri Matisse
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  French artist
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  1869-1954
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All words are pegs to hang ideas on.

	 	         	 	 	  Henry Ward Beecher
	 	         	 	 	  American writer & orator
	 	          	 	 	 1813-1887
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Dance is the 

       hidden language 

         of the soul.

                   Martha Graham
	         American dancer & choreographer
	           1894-1991
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Use your imagination not 

		  to scare yourself to death 

			      but to inspire yourself.

                         	 	 	 	  Adeler Brookman
               	 	 	 	  Psychotherapist
                         	 	 	 	  1958-
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Art is a 

fruit that  

grows in  

man, like a  

fruit on a  

plant, or a  

child in its  

mother’s  

womb.

          Jean Arp
          French-German artist
          1887-1948
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    Man unites himself 

with the world in the process of  creation.

	        Erich Fromm
	        German-born American 
	        psychoanalyst & sociologist
	        1900-1980
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omfort and         

                  go into the wilderness of your intuition.

Alan Alda
American actor
1936-
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Fertilization of the soul is the reason for the necessity of art.

	 	 	 	 	 Alfred North Whitehead
	 	 	 	 	 English philosopher
	 	 	 	 	 1861-1947
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You can tell a lot about  

a person by looking at his  

environment. It’s as dangerous 

as telling someone your dreams.

Charles Arnoldi
Painter & sculptor
1946-
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The symbols we choose are not 

important because we choose them, 

but because the things symbolized 

are important.

	 	 	          Winn Bullock
	 	 	          Photographer
	 	 	          1902-1975
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Those who do not want to imitate anything produce nothing.

	 	 	 	 	 	      Salvador Dali
	 	 	 	 	 	      Spanish artist
	 	 	 	 	 	      1904-1989
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Art is everywhere, 

except it has to pass 

through a creative mind.

	 	 Louise Nevelson
	 	 Sculptor
	 	 1900-1988
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We shape our buildings.   Thereafter they shape us.

	 	 	 	 	 	 Winston Churchill
	 	 	 	 	 	 English statesman
	 	 	 	 	 	 1874-1965
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   onversation in  

real life is full of  

half finished 

sentences and 

overlapping talk.  

Why shouldn’t 

paintings be too?  

             Edgar Degas
             French artist
             1834-1917

C

Writing is a socially acceptable form of schizophrenia.
	 	 	 	 	 	  Edgar L. Doctorow, Author, 1931-
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Art is not what you see, but 

what you make others see.

       	 	      Edgar Degas
         	 	      French artist
         	 	      1834-1917
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If I didn’t start  

painting, I would have 

raised chickens.

	          Grandma Moses
	          American painter
	          1860-1961
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Once you had to be a genius to 

make works of art.  Now you have 

to be a genius to understand them

	 	 	 Roy Emmins
	 	 	 Sculptor
	 	 	 1939-
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I feel that art has 

something to do with the 

acheivement of stillness 

in the midst of chaos.

	 Saul Bellow
	 American novelist & 
	 Nobel Prize recipient
	 1915-2005
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Live life to the fullest.  You have  

to color outside the lines once in a  

while if you want to make your life a  

masterpiece.  Laugh some everyday,  

keep growing, keep dreaming, keep  

following your heart.  The important  

thing is not to stop questioning.

	 	 	 Albert Einstein
	 	 	 German-Swiss American scientist

	 	 	 1879-1955
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New artists must break a 

hole in the subconscious and 

go fishing there.

	 	 Robert Beverly Hale
	 	 Artist & Curator
	 	 1901-1985
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It is with the oft reading books the 

same as with looking at pictures; 

one must, without doubt, without 

hesitations, with assurance, admire 

what is beautiful.

  
 	 	 	           Vincent Van Gogh
 	 	 	           Dutch painter
 	 	 	           1853-1890
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There is only one success –

to be able to spend your own life in your own way.

	 	          Christopher Morley
	 	           American journalist, novelist, essayist and poet
	 	          1890-1957
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Nothing is more public than an 

expression of a private feeling frozen for 

all time in a photograph.

                                             Dr. Robert U. Akeret
                                             Psychoanalyst & Author
                                             1928-
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Music is nothing else but wild sounds civilized into time and tune.
	 	 	 	 	 	  Thomas Fuller, English physician & writer, 1654-1734
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The function of art is to disturb.  Science reassures.

                               	 	 	 	 George Braque
	 	    	 	 	 	 French painter
	 	      	 	 	 	 1882-1963
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    Iam enough of an artist to 

draw freely upon my imagination. 

Imagination is more important than 

knowledge. Knowledge is limited. 

Imagination encircles the world.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Albert Eistein
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 German-Swiss American scientist

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1879-1955
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Every child is an artist.   

The problem is how to remain an artist 

once grown up.

 Pablo Picasso
Spanish painter & sculptor

1881-1973
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What garlic is to salad, 

			     insanity is to art.

	 	 	 	 	 	  Augustus Saint-Gaudens
	 	 	 	 	 	  American Sculptor

	 	 	 	 	 	  1882-1907
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It is art that makes 

life, makes interest, 

makes importance

...and I know of no 

substitute for the 

force and beauty of 

its process.

	        Henry James
	        American author

	        1842-1910
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It is chiefly through books  

that we enjoy intercourse with superior minds. 

	 	 Antonie de Saint-Exape’ry, French novelist & essayist, 1900-1944
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A work of 
art is above all 
an adventure 
of the mind.
   
	 Eugene Ionesco
	 Romanian playwrite 
	 & novelist
	 1912-1994
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Creativity is 

allowing yourself 

to make mistakes.  

Art is
 knowing 

which ones to keep.
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 Jacob Bronowski
English scientist & 
mathematician
1908-1974

The hand is the cutting edge of the mind.
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  The canvas upon which the artist 

paints is the spectator’s mind.

                                                        Kakuzo Okakura
                                                        Scholar & art critic
	 	 	 	    1863-1919
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Nobody cares if you can’t 

dance well, justGET UP
AND DANCE.

Dave Barry
American columnist
1947-
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Life beats 

down and 

crushes the 

soul and art 

reminds you 

that you  
have one.  Bliss.
                                             	
          Stella Adler
          Actress
          1901-1992
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Anyone who keeps the ability to see never grows old.

              	 	 	 	      Franz Kafka
              	 	 	 	      German novelist & 
              	 	 	 	      Playwright
             		 	 	 	      1884-1924
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Life is a great big canvas, 

and you should throw all 

the paint on it you can.

		  Danny Kaye
	 	 American actor

	 	 1913-1987
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I hate flowers – I paint them because 

they’re cheaper than models and they 

don’t move.

       Georgia O’keeffe
        American artist
        1887-1986

I perhaps owe having 

become a painter to flowers.

	 	 Claude Monet
	 	 French painter
	 	 1840-1926
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Painting 

needs to be more 

than meets the eye, it 

needs to be a parable and         

layered with meaning.

	 	 	 Trent Tate
	 	 	 American painter
	 	 	 1969-
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When bankers get together  

   for dinner, they discuss art.  

   When artists get together for  

   dinner they discuss money

	 	 Oscar Wilde
	 	 Irish born-English author
	 	 1854-1900
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Andy Warhol
American artist
1928-1987

Sex is m
ore exciting on the screen and between the pagesthan between the sheets.
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In art, the hand can never  

execute anything higher than  

the heart can imagine.

	 	 	   Ralph Waldo Emerson 
	 	 	   American essayist 

	 	 	   1803-1882
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A
bstraction is exciting, just like 

dream
ing.  It all depends on what 

kind of day it is or what kind of 

light com
es through your studio.

                       	
	

        	
  David Johns

                                                       Painter
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To me, art is not what an apple 

looks like but what it tastes like.

	 	 	 Dan McGaw 
	 	 	 American painter
	 	 	 1942-
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You can look at a 

painting for a whole 

week and then never 

think about it again.  

You can also look at a 

painting for a second 

and think about it for 

the rest of your life.

	 	 Joan Miró 
	 	 Spanish painter
	 	 1893-1983
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It’s a mystery to me what might 

jump off the end of a brush and 

exactly why.

	 	 	 Glen Strock
	 	 	 American painter

99



A
rt is the sex of the imagination.

George Jean Nathan
American critic
1882-1958



      The doctor can bury his mistakes, 

      but an architect can only advise his 

client to plant vines.

	 	          Frank Lloyd Wright
	 	      American architect
	 	  1869-1959
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Dancing is a very crude attempt to get into the rhythm of live.

	 	 	 	 	 	                     George Berhard Shaw
	 	 	 	 	 	                     Irish playwrite & critic
	 	 	 	 	 	                     1856-1950
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You don’t ta
ke a photograph, you make it.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Ansel Adams

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

American photographer

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

1902-1984

107



Time is meaningless in the face of creativity.

	 	 	 	            Bill Owen
	 	 	 	            American artist 
	 	 	 	            1942-

108 109



If art is the 

bridge between 

what you see 

in your mind 

and what the 

world sees, 

then skill is 

how you build 

that bridge

Twyla Tharp
American dancer and 

choriographer
1942-
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A
rock pile 

ceases to be 

a rock pile the 

moment a single 

man contemplates 

it, bearing with him 

the image of a cathedral.

Antonie de Saint-Exape’ry, French novelist & essayist, 1900-1944

112



When in doubt, make a 

        fool of yourself. There is a 

        microscopically thin  line 

        between being brilliantly 

        creative and acting like the 

        most gigantic idiot on earth. 

        So what the hell, leap.

	      	               Cynthia Heimel
	 	               American author



Just as our eyes need light in order to see, 

our minds need ideas in order to create.

                      	 	 	        Nicole Malebranche
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Without art,  the crudeness of reality would  make the world unbearable.
    	 	 George Bernard Shaw, English playwright, 1856-1950
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Never be afraid to try something 

new. Remember, amateurs built the ark. 

Professionals built the Titanic.

                           	 	 	    Unknown
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An artist is not paid for  

his labor but for his vision.

                James McNeal Whistler
Artist

1834-1903
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The creative act 

is a letting down of 

the net of human 

imagination into 

the ocean of chaos 

on which we are 

suspended, and the 

attempt to bring out 

of it ideas.

                Terence McKenna
Writer

1946-2000
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For me 

photography is 

just another 

way of keeping 

a diary.

126
Gene Sasse, Photographer, 1951-
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